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ΖUaQ USUiViQg:



SeQaWRU BeQ CaUdiQ (D-MD)

Ζ want to start by acknowledging Joe
Lieberman, who's here...We're just very
proud of Joe Lieberman's contribution. Ζȇm
proud to call him a friend and advisor and
it's just good to be here with Joe.
 
Let me just say thank you for what you've
done. The Ζranian American community
has helped strengthen the United States
of America. We recogni]e that. The
Persian people are so committed to the
right values universally. And that's why the
current regime in Ζran is so tragic. Ζt does
not represent the people of Ζran.
 
We saw an attempt at elections in
February that were neither free nor fair. Ζt
was an attempt to try to give some
legitimacy to this regime that doesn't
deserve any legitimacy. We saw legitimate
protests in November of last year on the
policies of the government. And we saw
the brutal repression by the government
in preventing those individuals from
exercising their God-given rights. Ζt's
nothing new, it's been going on for over
40 years.

Ζt is well past time for this regime to end. And we recogni]e that that is our objective. Our objective is to keep hope alive and for the
people of Ζran it's our voices here in America that keep that hope alive.
 
We need to stand united and strong on behalf of the people of Ζran. Make no mistake about it, our policies to isolate this regime, our
policies to penali]e this regime, is on behalf of the Ζranian people. Ζt is not against the Ζranian people.
 
And our support here on Capitol Hill is not only bipartisan, it's nonpartisan, because we know what is right is right. One of those great
champions, Ζ know she'll be introduced shortly, is Jeanne Shaheen of New Hampshire. She does an incredible job every day on behalf of
the voices of those who otherwise would not have their voices heard to protect the rights of a people around the world.
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BHQ CaUGLQ, UQLWHG SWaWHV SHQaWH, VSHaNV RQ MaUcK 12, 2020 LQ WaVKLQJWRQ DC,
US - OQ WKH HYH RI NRZUX], ΖUaQLaQ NHZ YHaU, a bULHILQJ-OXQcKHRQ ZaV KHOG LQ
WKH SHQaWH b\ WKH OUJaQL]aWLRQ RI ΖUaQLaQ APHULcaQ CRPPXQLWLHV (OΖAC) RQ
MaUcK 12, 2020. SHQaWRU BHQ CaUGLQ (D-MD), VHQLRU PHPbHU RI WKH SHQaWH
FRUHLJQ RHOaWLRQV CRPPLWWHH, aWWHQGHG WKH HYHQW aQG VaLG, ZH UHcRJQL]H WKaW WKH
PHUVLaQ SHRSOH aUH VR cRPPLWWHG WR WKH ULJKW YaOXHV XQLYHUVaOO\. AQG WKaWȇV ZK\
WKH cXUUHQW UHJLPH LQ ΖUaQ LV VR WUaJLc. ΖW GRHV QRW UHSUHVHQW WKH SHRSOH RI ΖUaQȐ
ΖW LV ZHOO SaVW WLPH IRU WKLV UHJLPH WR HQG.



You know, and Joe understands this very well, Jeanne
understands it, when Ζ go back to Marylandȃwhich is not a
very far drive for me, just right next doorȃΖȇm rarely asked
about what's going on as far as the human rights in Ζran. Ζn
fact, Ζ'm hardly asked about human rights globally. And yet, Ζ
recogni]e that Ζ can make a difference, Jeanne Shaheen can
make a difference, Joe Lieberman can make a difference, and
you could make a difference on dealing with the life of people
in other parts of the world. When we can help someone that
is what we need to do. Ζt was Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. who
said each one of us is here for a reason, to help someone
else. And when we join together, we can bring about change.
We are united on behalf of the people of Ζran. God bless and
thank you all very much and happy new year.
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Ζtȇs really nice to be here with all of you to wish
you all happy new year. Happy Nowru]. Ζ want to
just say thank you to Senator Cardin for his nice
words, even though heȇs already left. As you
heard him, so eloquently, he is a real champion
for human rights in Ζran and around the world,
and we need more champions for human rights,
and thank you for what you all are doing on that
score. Ζ also want to thank my former colleagues,
Senator Kelly Ayotte from New Hampshire and
Senator Joe Lieberman from Connecticut.
 
You know, this year we are once again reminded
that the tensions between the United States and
the government of Ζran are not a conflict between
the peopleof the United States and the people of
Ζran. Ζn fact,as everyone here knows, four more-
far more unites us as Americans and Ζranians
than divides us, and that includes a commitment
and a respect for human rights. The human rights
struggle in Ζran are immense, but the Ζranian
people have not been deterred. They continue to
fight for a better future for their country. And now
the people of Ζran have taken to the streets to
demonstrate in large numbers that they believe
in freedom, in human rights for all, and in a
government that answers to the people.
 
 
Now, we all know this is a harrowing fight. Ζtȇs one
thatȇs made easier because of the support from
all of you and the Ζranian community in the
United States, but itȇs one that we need in
America to stand up and be heard on. Thatȇs why
Ζȇm joining my colleague, Senator Cardin, who was
just here, on his resolution supporting the Ζranian
people as they take to the streets.
 
We want them to know, as they demand a better
government that is responsive to the will of the
people, that we in the United States support
those demands, and we are going to stand up for
the Ζranian people. Thatȇs what the United States
 

SeQaWRU JeaQQe ShaheeQ
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JHaQQH SKaKHHQ, UQLWHG SWaWHV SHQaWH, VSHaNV RQ MaUcK 12, 2020 LQ
WaVKLQJWRQ DC, US - OQ WKH HYH RI NRZUX], ΖUaQLaQ NHZ YHaU, a bULHILQJ-
OXQcKHRQ ZaV KHOG LQ WKH SHQaWH b\ WKH OUJaQL]aWLRQ RI ΖUaQLaQ APHULcaQ
CRPPXQLWLHV (OΖAC) RQ MaUcK 12, 2020. SHQaWRU JHaQQH SKaKHHQ (D-NH), VHQLRU
PHPbHU RI WKH SHQaWH FRUHLJQ RHOaWLRQV aQG AUPHG SHUYLcHV CRPPLWWHHV, WROG
WKH aXGLHQcH, WKH SHRSOH RI ΖUaQ KaYH WaNHQ WR WKH VWUHHWV WR GHPRQVWUaWH LQ
OaUJH QXPbHUV WKaW WKH\ bHOLHYH LQ IUHHGRP aQG KXPaQ ULJKWV IRU aOOȐ TKH
ΖUaQLaQ SHRSOH KaYH QRW bHHQ GHWHUUHG. TKH\ cRQWLQXH WR ILJKW IRU a bHWWHU IXWXUH
IRU WKHLU cRXQWU\.



must do. We must stand with people around the world
when they demand human rights, freedom, and
representation.Now, yesterday we had a hearing in the
Senate Foreign Relations Committee on the horrible
situation in Syria. And we had Caesar, you remember the
man who goes by Caesar who took all of the photographs of
the human rights torture and violation by Assad, President
Assad in Syria and smuggled those out, 55,000 photographs
so that there would be a record of what had happened, so
we can hold human rights abusers accountable for what
theyȇve done. We heard from a young man who was
imprisoned at 15, because he went to one demonstration
against Assad. We heard from the man who was the head of
the White Helmets in Syria. All stories that Ζȇm sure Ζranians
could replicate as you think about the challenges that the
Ζranian people have dealt with in terms of the repressive 
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regime there. But one of the things they all said to us was that the United States needed to speak up, needed to take a stand, and thatȇs
what weȇve got to do, whether itȇs Syria or Ζran or human rights violations around the world, as [applause] we need to take a stand.
 
And this Nowru], Ζ join you in celebrating human rights and Ζranȇs rich cultural heritage. Ζ thank you for demonstrating that the future of
Ζran must belong to the people of Ζran, and Ζ look forward to being here someday when that will be true for all of the Ζranian people.



Thank you very much for the invitation to join yȇall
in this wonderful celebration of the Persian New
Year. Ζ deeply regret not being able to deliver this
message to you in person, however Ζ am grateful
for the opportunity to express my support for the
Ζranian-American community of Texas.
 
As Ζranian-Americans in Texas and across the
country unite to celebrate the Persian New Year,
Ζȇd like to send a message ofhope. Hope for a
Ȋnew dayȋ for Ζran. For decades, the men and
women of Ζran have suffered from brutal
repression under the Ayatollah Khamenei and the
Mullahs. But, Ζ believe one day Ζran will be free,
without the Ayatollah in power.
 
Ζ can proudly say that America stands with the
men and women of Ζran in their fight against
these cruel, oppressive, murderous tyrants. Ζn the
Senate, Ζ have been a strong advocate for
applying a maximum pressure campaign against
the Ζranian regime, to hold them accountable for
their human rights abuses and once and for all
end their reign of terror.
 
Ζ believe the threat of a nuclear Ζran is the single
greatest national security threat facing the United
States and we must do everything possible to
eliminate that threat.
 
To date, the single most important foreign policy
decision that this administration has had to face
in the past three years has been the decision to
pull out of the disastrous Obama-Ζran nuclear
deal. Ζ have expressed my support for President
Trump and his administration for beginning the
process to end the disastrous Obama-Ζran
nuclear deal.

MeVVage b\ SeQaWRU Ted CUX] (R-TX)
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THG CUX], UQLWHG SWaWHV SHQaWH, VSHaNV RQ MaUcK 12, 2020 LQ WaVKLQJWRQ DC,
US - OQ WKH HYH RI NRZUX], ΖUaQLaQ NHZ YHaU, a bULHILQJ-OXQcKHRQ ZaV KHOG LQ
WKH SHQaWH b\ WKH OUJaQL]aWLRQ RI ΖUaQLaQ APHULcaQ CRPPXQLWLHV (OΖAC) RQ
MaUcK 12, 2020. ΖQ a VWaWHPHQW, SHQaWRU THG CUX] (R-TX), PHPbHU RI WKH SHQaWH
FRUHLJQ RHOaWLRQV CRPPLWWHH, VaLG, IRU GHcaGHV, WKH PHQ aQG ZRPHQ RI ΖUaQ
KaYH VXIIHUHG IURP bUXWaO UHSUHVVLRQ XQGHU A\aWROOaK KKaPHQHL aQG WKH
MXOOaKV. Ζ bHOLHYH RQH Ga\ ΖUaQ ZLOO bH IUHH, ZLWKRXW WKH A\aWROOaK LQ SRZHUȐ. Ζ
KaYH bHHQ a VWURQJ aGYRcaWH IRU aSSO\LQJ a Pa[LPXP SUHVVXUH caPSaLJQ
aJaLQVW WKH ΖUaQLaQ UHJLPH, WR KROG WKHP accRXQWabOH IRU WKHLU KXPaQ ULJKWV
abXVHV aQG RQcH aQG IRU aOO HQG WKHLU UHLJQ RI WHUURU.



As a part of the maximum pressure campaign, Ζ have urged President Trump to revoke every single one of the civilian nuclear waivers.
Ζran is exploiting the civil-nuclear waivers from the catastrophic Obama-Ζran deal to build up their nuclear program and buy time until the
nuclear deal expires, leaving them with a full- blown unlimited civilian nuclear program.
 
Additionally, Ζ have called upon President Trump to invoke snapback sanctions under the Ζran Deal. What Ζȇve urged President Trump to
do is order our diplomats to invoke the United Nations snapback to restore international sanctions and restrictions on Ζran, as under the
terms of the deal we have the authority to invoke those snapback sanctions.
 
Now, more than ever, Ζ remain committed to working closely with President Trump and the administration to end these waivers, hold Ζran
accountable, and completely shred the Ζran nuclear deal.
 
Ζȇd like to conclude by saying thank you to the wonderful Ζranian- American community of Texas. Thank you for standing up for freedom,
for uniting as one voice and for taking the time to visit with lawmakers on Capitol Hill to speak out against the injustices occurring in Ζran.
 
Ζ believe the Ζranian-American community is a community that truly understands the price of freedom, and Ζ am proud to stand with the
men and women of Ζran fighting for freedom, and as a supporter of the Ζranian-American community.
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SeQaWRU GaU\ PeWeUV

...And it's a pleasure to be with all of you
here today. And thank you for an
opportunity to say a few words. Ζ think
they have actually called the votes, so
Senator Lieberman and Senator Ayotte
know exactly whatȃthere it is. Ζ just, Ζ
have that power. When Ζ say it, the bu]]er
goes off. Ζt's ama]ing. So the votes have
been called, which Ζ will have to run and
turn it over to all of the wonderful,
distinguished guests to talk more about
this. But it's a pleasure to be here. Ζt's a
pleasure to celebrate the new year with
you and to have an opportunity to do
that. We've got some folks from Michigan,
which is great. We have a very active
chapter in Michigan.
 
Now, Ζ enjoy to have this opportunity to
be here, and Ζ really appreciate this
organi]ation and really standing firm for
the people of Ζran, and to know that the
people of Ζran and the regime of Ζran are
two different entities. And they have to
make sure that the people of Ζran have
the ability to be able to voice their
opinion, to be able to have their votes
count, to be able to enjoy the civil liberties
that they deserve and want and that's
very difficult under the current regime.b

Ζ deal with Ζranian issues on a regular basis here as a member of the Senate and particularly as a member of the Armed Services
Committee. Ζn fact, just earlier today we had the commander of Central Command before us talking about issues in the Middle East. the
Ζranian regime is still engaged in nefarious activities throughout the Middle East, continue to engage in destabili]ing efforts throughout
that region, continue to engage in terrorist activities. And if anything, what we've seen in the last few months, they've actually accelerated
those activities over time. The thing that is probably most troubling to me is that it appears, and we heard testimony today, that they
continue to work towards a nuclear weapon. Now with the JCPOA, with the United States pulling out, they are now enriching uranium and
continue to do that at a pace that simply is unacceptable. When you think about what Ζran has been involved in throughout the Middle
East and to think the unthinkable, which is to have them in the possession of a nuclear weapon, is truly unacceptable, simply that we can
never stand for. And so, Ζ appreciate this organi]ation in making sure the American people understand that, making sure the story gets out
as to what they're engaged in.
 
Ζt's not just what this regime does around in the region, but for decades they have been directly responsible for mass executions of
political prisoners, they violently suppressed peaceful protests, they have sham elections. All of the things that you tell us about and are
very active in making sure the American people understand. Those clearly are not values that we share as Americans. As Americans, we
believe that everybody should have the opportunity to stand up for liberty and to have those kind of basic freedoms.
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GaU\ PHWHUV, UQLWHG SWaWHV SHQaWH, VSHaNV RQ MaUcK 12, 2020 LQ WaVKLQJWRQ DC,
US - OQ WKH HYH RI NRZUX], ΖUaQLaQ NHZ YHaU, a bULHILQJ-OXQcKHRQ ZaV KHOG LQ
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ΖUaQLaQ UHJLPH aQG VaLG WKH SHRSOH RI ΖUaQ VKRXOG KaYH WKH RSSRUWXQLW\ WR KaYH
WKHLU YRLcH cRXQW. MU. PHWHUV VaLG WKH UHJLPH KaV bHHQ GLUHcWO\ UHVSRQVLbOH IRU WKH
PaVV H[HcXWLRQ RI SROLWLcaO SULVRQHUV



And we also believe that a nation state should be
part of the world community. Ζran refuses to be
part of the broader world community. And when
you think about what's happening now with
coronavirus, now more than ever we need to come
together as a world community and grapple with
what has been declared officially now as a
pandemic. There are no borders when it comes to
a pandemic. And when it comes to having solutions
and dealing with this issue, we have to come
together as a world community. But it's very
difficult to do that with the current Ζranian regime
who is unwilling to sit down and work in a kind of
cooperative way.
 
So, Ζ have experience or have seen firsthand how
they willingly fail to adhere to basic international
obligations and basic human rights, things that we
take for granted here in the United States but we .

know you can't, you have to constantly stand up to those who are the oppressors. The Ζranian American Community organi]ation has
been on the forefront since the day Ζ came into Congress. Senator Lieberman, you work with my predecessor a lot, and Ζ know you had
a very close relationship with him and you shared your passion for standing up for the people of Ζran and letting them exercise their
free rights.
 
Congratulations on celebrating another New Year, and just thank you for lighting the flame and making sure that we never forget that
we need to stand with the people of Ζran and understand that the regime does not represent the people of Ζran.
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Distinguished Senators,
Sen. Joe Lieberman, Sen. Kelly Ayotte, Ambassador Mitchell
Reiss,
Ladies and Gentlemen,
 
Ζ am delighted to talk about the situation in my country,
Ζran, at this very important moment of its history.
 
Ζ extend my gratitude for your expression of concern about
the situation in Ζran and your support for the Ζranian people
and their democratic aspirations for a free and democratic
Ζran.
 
At the outset, Ζ want to draw your attention to an urgent
situation that is the ongoing tragedy in Ζran.
 
Due to the regimeȇs failure to inform the people about the
spread of coronavirus or to take the necessary preventive
measures, more than 3,000 people have died so far.
 
The regime officials concealed the presence of the virus in Ζran for several weeks to ensure a turnout in the sham parliamentary election.
 
The consequences are not limited only to Ζran. They have caused the spread of the virus to several countries.
 
Today, the people of Ζran rightly blame the regime for the current situation. Therefore, the objective of the regime and its suppressive
forces is to suppress peopleȇs discontent.
 
The regimeȇs fear and its suppressive measures are due to the fact that Ζran is on the verge of change.
 
The November 2019 uprising in Ζran displayed the Ζranian peopleȇs resolve for regime change.
 
People were chanting Ȋdown with the dictator,ȋ ȊDown with Khamenei and Rouhani.ȋ
 
Despite the brutal crackdown and killing more than 1,500 protesters,
 the regime failed to extinguish the Ζranian peopleȇs desire for freedom.
 
Ζn January, after the ΖRGCȇs downing of the Ukrainian airliner, the people of Ζran were once again in the streets demanding regime change.
They chanted: Down with the religious dictatorshipȋ and they stressed their rejection of dictatorship under any banner and demanded a
republic based on peopleȇs vote.
 
 

MeVVage Rf MUV. MaU\aP RaMaYi
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Change in Ζran is ZiWhin reach becaXse Where is an organi]ed resisWance moYemenW ZiWh deep rooWs in Ζranian socieW\; a capable
moYemenW ZiWh a sWrong naWionZide neWZork Zhose members are prepared Wo pa\ Whe price Wo liberaWe Ζran from Whe mXllahsȇ rXle.
 
DisWingXished senaWors,
 
The polic\ of appeasemenW, Zhich helped Whe regime Wo prolong iWs repressiYe rXle, has failed. LeW iW be clear, Whe Ζranian people and Wheir
organi]ed resisWance Zill oYerWhroZ Whe regime.
 
HoZeYer, iW is necessar\ Wo hold Whe regimeȇs officials accoXnWable for crimes againsW hXmaniW\, and Wo increase pressXre on Whe regime Wo
release Whe poliWical prisoners and Wo ensXre free access Wo inWerneW for Whe Ζranian people.
 
The inWernaWional commXniW\ mXsW force Whe ΖRGC and iWs pro[ies Wo leaYe Ζraq, S\ria, Yemen, Lebanon and oWher coXnWries.
Toda\, Where is no doXbW WhaW Whe regime has noW sWopped iWs race WoZards a nXclear bomb.
 
The UN SecXriW\ CoXncil resolXWions mXsW be re-implemenWed, Whe nXclear siWes mXsW be shXW doZn, and an\Wime, an\place inspecWions
mXsW be carried oXW.
 
The UN SecXriW\ CoXncil and iWs member sWaWes mXsW condemn Whe mXllahsȇ regime for concealing Whe WrXWh aboXW Whe spread of
coronaYirXs and pXWWing Whe liYes of Whe people of Ζran and oWher coXnWries in danger.
 
UrgenW acWion mXsW be Waken Wo saYe Whe liYes of prisoners in Ζran, parWicXlarl\ poliWical prisoners, in order Wo preYenW a hXmaniWarian
caWasWrophe.
 
ΖW is Wime for Whe inWernaWional commXniW\ Wo recogni]e Whe Ζranian peopleȇs sWrXggle Wo oYerWhroZ Whe clerical regime and sXpporW Wheir
aspiraWions for a free and democraWic repXblic based on XniYersal sXffrage, gender eqXaliW\, separaWion of religion and sWaWe, and a non-
nXclear Ζran.
 
Once again, Ζ Whank \oX for \oXr sXpporW and solidariW\.
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Dear friends,
 
Change in Ζran is ZiWhin reach for a nXmber of
reasons:
 
The oYerZhelming majoriW\ of Whe Ζranian people
ZanW fXndamenWal change, and haYe
demonsWraWed Whis desire repeaWedl\.
 
The regime fears iWs doZnfall becaXse iW is
engXlfed in crises ZiWh no Za\ oXW.
 
 
The economic siWXaWion has Zorsened.
CorrXpWion is Zidespread. PopXlar disconWenW is
on Whe rise. The regime cannoW address Whe
mosW basic needs of Whe people.
 
recenW monWhs, Whe regime has receiYed seYeral
seWbacks in iWs regional sWraWeg\, serioXsl\
Xndermining iWs sXrYiYal.The eliminaWion of
Werror masWer Qassem Soleimani Zas a crXshing
bloZ Wo Whe regime.

MaU\aP RaMaYL, UQLWHd SWaWHV SHQaWH, VSHaNV RQ MaUcK 12, 2020 LQ WaVKLQJWRQ
DC, US - OQ WKH HYH RI NRZUX], ΖUaQLaQ NHZ YHaU, a bULHILQJ-OXQcKHRQ ZaV KHOd LQ
WKH SHQaWH b\ WKH OUJaQL]aWLRQ RI ΖUaQLaQ APHULcaQ CRPPXQLWLHV (OΖAC) RQ MaUcK
12, 2020. ΖQ a YLdHR PHVVaJH, MUV. MaU\aP RaMaYL, WKH PUHVLdHQW-HOHcW RI WKH
NaWLRQaO CRXQcLO RI RHVLVWaQcH RI ΖUaQ, VaLd, cKaQJH LQ ΖUaQ LV ZLWKLQ UHacK IRU a
QXPbHU RI UHaVRQV: TKH RYHUZKHOPLQJ PaMRULW\ RI WKH ΖUaQLaQ SHRSOH ZaQW
IXQdaPHQWaO cKaQJH aQd KaYH dHPRQVWUaWHd WKLV dHVLUH UHSHaWHdO\. TKH UHJLPH
IHaUV LWV dRZQIaOO bHcaXVH LW LV HQJXOIHd LQ cULVHV ZLWK QR Za\ RXW.



HRQRUable JRVeSh LiebeUPaQ

Thank \oX. Ah, Whank \oX. Thank \oX.
Thank \oX. Thank \oX. YoXȇre Yer\ kind. A
maWWer of facW, \oX make me Zonder Zh\ Ζ
eYer lefW. ΖW is a greaW pleasXre Wo be here
once again Wo celebraWe NoZrX]. NoZrX]
MXbarak. Happ\ NoZrX].b 
 
And in Whe midsW of a Yer\ difficXlW Wime in
eYer\oneȇs liYes, Whe Zorld is XnseWWled,
Whe YirXs is spreading, and here Ze are
ZiWh all Whe hope of Whe SeYen Ss, Wo
remind Xs of Whe eWernaliW\ of life on earWh,
and also remind Xs in a more direcW Za\
aboXW Zh\ Zeȇre here WhaW Whis isȃ
NoZrX] is a celebraWion WhaW goes back
millennial, WhoXsands of \ears, and iW
reminds Xs WhaW Whis e[WremisW YiolenW
groXp WhaW sei]ed conWrol of Ζran in 1979
is reall\ an aberraWion, a Wemporar\
aberraWion in Whe hisWor\, Whe greaW, proXd,
long ciYili]ed hisWor\ of Whe Persian
people. And ZiWh \oXr help and oXr
goYernmenWȇs help, Ze Zill reWXrn Wo Whe
righW coXrse of Persian hisWor\, Zhich is
e[pressed here in Whis room Woda\. We
can make iW happen, and Ze Zill.

Ζ ZanW Wo sa\ hoZ ZonderfXl iW is Wo be back in HarW 216. SenaWor A\oWWe, and Ζ ZanW Wo Zelcome SenaWor A\oWWe. Thanks, SenaWor Shaheen,
SenaWor Cardin, SenaWor CrX] in absWenWia, Ze pra\ for his healWh, of coXrse. BXW iWȇs ZonderfXl Wo haYe SenaWor A\oWWe join Xs here. And iW
does proYe ZhaW Whe speakers before me haYe said, WhaW in a Yer\ parWisan Wime in WashingWon, Where is aW leasW one issXe WhaW remains
biparWisan or nonparWisan, and WhaW is Whe American people sWanding ZiWh Whe people of Ζran in behalf of Wheir freedom and jXsWice Where.
And Ze Zill conWinXe Wo do WhaW XnWil Whe\ receiYe fXll jXsWice and freedom.
 
ΖȇYe been in Whis room in hearings WhaW SenaWor McCain chaired, inclXding hearings aboXW Ζran. SenaWor McCain and SenaWor Graham and Ζ
Zere called Whe Three Amigos. When Ζ lefW Whe SenaWe, m\ replacemenW in Whe Three Amigos Zas SenaWor A\oWWe. Ζ can see John Xp Where in
heaYen righW noZ, sa\ing hoZ happ\ he is WhaW Kell\ A\oWWe and Ζ are here ZiWh \oX, Whe Ζranian American commXniWies Zho sWood ZiWh him
WhroXgh Whick and Whin, and he neYer forgoW iW, and if he can pXll some sWrings from heaYen on behalf of Whe people of Ζran, he Zill do iW.
 
NoZrX] means neZ da\ and if Ζ can capWXre ZhaW has been said eloqXenWl\ alread\, a neZ da\ is daZning in Ζran Woda\. And Ζ ZanW Wo
reciWe some of Whe eYenWs WhaW haYe come WogeWher Wo giYe me Whe hope, based on realiW\, WhaW Whe regime in Tehran is roWWing, liWerall\. ΖWȇs
collapsing, and Whe people of Ζran are rising ZiWh e[Wraordinar\ coXrage Wo Wake back Wheir freedom and Wheir opporWXniW\. NoZ Zh\ do Ζ sa\
WhaW?
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JRH LLHbHUPaQ, UQLWHd SWaWHV SHQaWH, VSHaNV RQ MaUcK 12, 2020 LQ WaVKLQJWRQ
DC, US - OQ WKH HYH RI NRZUX], ΖUaQLaQ NHZ YHaU, a bULHILQJ-OXQcKHRQ ZaV KHOd LQ
WKH SHQaWH b\ WKH OUJaQL]aWLRQ RI ΖUaQLaQ APHULcaQ CRPPXQLWLHV (OΖAC) RQ MaUcK
12, 2020. FRUPHU SHQaWRU JRH LLHbHUPaQ (Ζ-CT) VaLd LI ZH ZRUN WRJHWKHU WR ILQaOO\
bULQJ abRXW ZKaW ZH ZaQW, a QHZ da\ LQ ΖUaQ, aQd QRW WR OLVWHQ WR SHRSOH ZKR Va\,
UHJLPH cKaQJH ZLOO OHad WR cKaRV aV LW dLd LQ S\ULa RU LLb\a RU YHPHQ. TKHUH LV aQ
aOWHUQaWLYH LQ ΖUaQ WKaWȇV UHad\ WR JRYHUQ. AQd WKaW LV WKH NaWLRQaO CRXQcLO RI
RHVLVWaQcH LQ ΖUaQ, PUHVLdHQW-HOHcW MUV. MaU\aP RaMaYL.



Ζȇll jXsW go back oYer Whe lasW si[ monWhs since Ze gaWhered lasW \ear on Whe lasW NoZrX]. LeWȇs go back Wo NoYember, been menWioned
briefl\, bXW Whe Wripling of oil prices, and Whe coXrage of Whe people Wo come oXW inWo Whe sWreeWs and Wo proWesW, and Whe brXWaliW\ of Whe
regime, led b\ Soleimani, an inWernaWional Zar criminal, reall\, Zho broXghW, becaXse Whe\ Zere proWesWing, asserWing Wheir righWs, Wook
acWion Wo kill hXndreds of Whem, as \oX knoZ. ThaW Zas NoYember. Then Ze go Wo JanXar\, and Soleimani goW ZhaW he deserYed Zhich Zas
deaWh aW Whe hand of Whe UniWed SWaWes miliWar\.
 
Soleimani had Whe blood of hXndreds of Americans on his hands, more Whan 600 b\ calcXlaWion of oXr oZn Defense DeparWmenW Zho
Zere soldiers in Ζraq, and WhoXsands of Ζranian ciWi]ens, and hXndreds of WhoXsands more Zhere Whe ΖRGC has been bringing e[Wremism,
Werrorism, and Yiolence WhroXghoXW Whe Middle EasW, parWicXlarl\ in places like S\ria and Ζraq and Yemen and Ga]a and Lib\a.
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He ZenW Wo a deaWh WhaW he deserYed, WhaW Whe reacWion Wo WhaW, of coXrse, Zas Whe proWesWs of people, and people in Ζran, again, haYing Whe
coXrage Wo come oXW in Whe sWreeWs and sa\ WhaW Whe coXnWr\ Zas beWWer off ZiWhoXW him. And When, of coXrse, Whe shooWing doZn of Whe
Ukrainian airliner Zhich again broXghW XniYersiW\ sWXdenWs oXW Wo proWesW.
 
YoX had in Whe demonsWraWions in NoYember as Ambassador Reece said, WhaW basicall\ Whe loZer income Zorkers proWesWing and When in
JanXar\ \oX had Whe middle class, inclXding Yer\ acWiYe leadership from some of Whe same XniYersiWies Zhere sWXdenWs came oXW and
broXghW aboXW Whe collapse of Whe shahȇs regime in Whe 1970s.
 
We go Wo Whe elecWions in FebrXar\, and Where's been Walk of Whis before, bXW qXiWe sWarWling reall\ Whe regime as has been said pressXred
people sa\ing almosW WhaW iW Zas Whe religioXs dXW\ of people in Ζran Wo come oXW and YoWe. AW one poinW, one of Whe leaders in Whe regime
said if Whe WXrnoXW here is noW good in Whis elecWion iW Zill make oXr enemies happ\.
 
Who are Whe enemies Whe\ named? The UniWed SWaWes of America, in Yer\ good compan\ ZiWh Whe MEK, Whe PMOΖ, Whe NaWional CoXncil of
ResisWance in Ζran, Whe affiliaWed groXp ZiWh Whe Organi]aWion of Ζranian American commXniWies WhaW brings Xs WogeWher Woda\.
 
Ζ mighW echo Whe Zords of WhaW leader in Whe radical regime in Tehran, Ze Zere happ\ b\ Whe resXlWs. ThaW WhreaW didn'W Zork. The people of
Ζran reall\ didn'W ZanW Xs Wo be Xnhapp\, Whe\ ZanWed Xs Wo be happ\. 42.5% WXrnoXW according Wo Whe official reporW, Whe esWimaWes as
\oX'Ye heard are XlWimaWel\ WhaW 90% of Whe eligible YoWers in Ζran didn'W YoWe.
 
ThaW reall\ Zas Whe people speaking ZiWh Wheir feeW aboXW ZhaW Whe\ hope for and pra\ for and are prepared Wo risk Wheir liYes for, Zhich is
Whe end of Whe Ζslamic RepXblic of Ζran as Ze haYe knoZn iW for 40 \ears.



And noZ Whe laWesW cXrrenW Mrs. Mar\am RajaYi, Zho spoke Yer\ clearl\ Wo Whe people of Ζran, incidenWall\, in Whe campaign leading Xp Wo
Whe elecWions, and pleaded ZiWh people noW Wo YoWe becaXse a YoWe ZoXld be a YoWe in faYor of Whe A\aWollah, Whe SXpreme Leader, of
RoXhani and Whe clerical regime, and Ζ Whink Whe people in Ζran heard Mrs. RajaYi's Yoice, and WhaW's one of Whe reasons Whe\ didn'W come
oXW Wo YoWe.
 
BXW leW's Walk aboXW Whe coronaYirXs. And look aW hoZ Whis goYernmenW in Tehran handled iW. We knoZ noZ WhaW Whe goYernmenW in Ζran
kneZ WhaW Where Zas an oXWbreak of Whis YirXs in Whe hol\ ciW\ of Qom bXW Whe\ did noWhing aboXW iW becaXse Whe\ ZanWed Wo ZaiW XnWil afWer
Whe elecWion Wo make sXre WhaW Whe WXrnoXW ZoXld noW be affecWed. Ζn oWher Zords, Whe\ risked Whe liYes of Whe people of Ζran for Wheir oZn
poliWical benefiW. HoZ mXch more of an argXmenW coXld \oX make for Whe end of regime? And WhroXghoXW Whis enWire period.
 
The Ζranian airliner, Mahan Air, conWrolled b\ Whe ΖRGC, has conWinXed Wo fl\ dail\ back and forWh Wo China. There's some reason Wo belieYe
WhaW Whe disease ma\ haYe broken oXW, Whe YirXs ma\ haYe broken oXW in Ζran becaXse of Whe moYemenW of Chinese sWXdenWs from China
Wo Ζran Wo sWXd\ and back and forWh.
 
One of Whe sWeps WhaW PresidenW TrXmp Wook Zhich Zas sXch a sWrong sWep Zas Wo sWop WraYel righW aZa\ beWZeen China and Whe UniWed
SWaWes. Ζran has neYer done WhaW ZiWh China. Mahan Air conWinXes Wo fl\ eYer\ da\ back and forWh beWZeen Ζran and China. And again, Whis
sa\s WhaW Whe ΖRGC pXWs iWs oZn bXsiness inWeresWs ahead of Whe hXman inWeresWs of Whe people of Ζran. The people geW Whis. And WhaW's Zh\
Whe\ are demanding changeȐ.
 
SomeWhing differenW happened in 2016, a Yer\ XnconYenWional man Zas elecWed PresidenW of Whe UniWed SWaWes. Ζ Zill Well \oX, Zhen iW
comes Wo American polic\ WoZards Ζran, he's made a Zorld of difference for Whe beWWer. He pXlled Xs oXW of Whe JCPOA, Zhich Zas a bad
deal for America and a greaW deal for Ζran, and did noW reall\ depriYe Whem of Wheir nXclear Zeapons program. He's enacWed Whis campaign
of ma[imXm economic pressXre, Zhich reall\ is haYing an effecW on all Whose changes occXrring in Ζran, and encoXraging Whe people of
Ζran Wo asserW WhemselYes coXrageoXsl\ for Wheir oZn freedom and Wheir economic opporWXniW\.
 
BXW ZhaW noZ? Some people sa\ WhaW Whis is all aboXW bringing Ζran, Whe goYernmenW back Wo Whe Wable Wo negoWiaWe a beWWer nXclear deal. Ζ
Zish WhaW WhaW Zere possible. Ζ Whink WhaW's aboXW as possible as Whe proYerbial leopard losing iWs spoWs. This animal is noW going Wo change.
And Ze haYe Wo acknoZledge WhaW. Ζ'd be Whrilled if iW did. BXW is Where an\Whing WhaW Whis goYernmenW in Ζran has done oYer 40 \ears Wo giYe
Xs and Whe resW of Whe Zorld reason Wo WrXsW Whem? No. The\ haYen'W. And so, Ζ Whink Ze haYe Wo sa\ increasingl\ WhaW reall\ since Whis
regime in Tehran Zill noW change, Ze haYe Wo sXpporW a change of Whe regime in Ζran Wo Whe people of Ζran Wo finall\ e[ercise Wheir oZn self-
goYernmenW. ThaW is ZhaW Ze're aboXW. And Ze don'W, Whe UniWed SWaWes can'W do WhaW and Zon'W do WhaW. BXW Whe people of Ζran Zill do
iW.NoZ, Whe qXesWion is, hoZ do Ze reacW? Do Ze sWand b\ and mX]]le oXrselYes, or do Ze speak oXW in sXpporW of Whe people of Ζran and
sXpporW of American YalXes of XniYersal hXman righWs, as Ze haYe done consisWenWl\ aW oXr besW cerWainl\ in hisWor\ on behalf of Whe
capWiYe naWions of Whe former SoYieW Union. ThaW is oXr mission Woda\Ȑ Ζ ZanW Wo sa\ Wo Whe Congressional sWaff members here, honesWl\
\oX haYe iW in \oXr poZer Wo change hisWor\ consisWenW ZiWh Whe besW of American YalXes. ThaW is all WhaW Whe Organi]aWion of Ζranian
American CommXniWies and all of Xs Zho are here on Wheir behalf Woda\ are asking \oX Wo do. And WhaW ma\ begin, as SenaWor A\oWWe Ζ
hope Zill Walk aboXW, ZiWh Whe snap back proYisions and ZhaW ma\ happen oWherZise in OcWober.
 
Dr. King said famoXsl\ WhaW Whe moral arc of Whe XniYerse bends sloZl\ bXW iW alZa\s bends WoZards jXsWice. Ζ belieYe WhaW. And Ζ'd add iW
alZa\s bends WoZard freedom. BXW Ze haYe Whe capaciW\ Wo bend WhaW arc more qXickl\.
 
And honesWl\, Whe people in Whis room can make iW happen if Ze Zork WogeWher Wo finall\ bring aboXW ZhaW Ze ZanW, a neZ da\ in Ζran, and
noW Wo lisWen Wo people Zho sa\ oh, regime change Zill lead Wo chaos as iW did in S\ria or Lib\a or Yemen.
 
ParW of Zh\ iW Zill noW lead Wo chaos is WhaW Ζran is Whe one Zho caXsed a loW of Whe chaos in Whose oWher coXnWries. And parW of Whe reason is
WhaW Where is an alWernaWiYe in Ζran WhaW's read\ Wo goYern, The NaWional CoXncil of ResisWance in Ζran, PresidenW ElecW Mrs. Mar\am RajaYi.
Her sXpporW, Ζ belieYe, in Ζran groZs eYer\ da\. She is Whe alWernaWiYe. We haYe an old phrase in American poliWics; \oX cannoW beaW
somebod\ ZiWh nobod\. Ζn Ζran, Where is somebod\ and somebodies aroXnd WhaW somebod\ Zho are prepared Wo goYern Whis greaW
coXnWr\ and reWXrn iW Wo iWs WradiWions. So, leW Xs hope and pra\, bXW noW jXsW hope and pra\ and Zork WhaW ne[W NoZrX], 2021, Ze can sa\
noW WhaW a neZ da\ is near bXW WhaW a NoZrX], a neZ da\ has begXn for Whe people of Ζran and Whe proXd people of Persia. Thank \oX Yer\,
Yer\ mXch.
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Ζ am so deepl\ honored Wo be here ZiWh all of \oX,
and especiall\ Wo see Whe biparWisan sXpporW WhaW
\oX righWl\ haYe. Ζ mean, Wo be able Wo haYe
SenaWor PeWers and SenaWor Shaheen, SenaWor
Cardin here, and Ambassador Reiss, senaWors
Zho haYe sXch a disWingXished hisWor\ of pXblic
serYice, and Zho are Yer\ commiWWed Wo hXman
righWs. Among Whose Zho Ζ coXnWed, probabl\ Whe
mosW commiWWed Wo hXman righWs, someone Zho
acWXall\ Zas one of m\ assigned menWors in Whe
U.S. SenaWe, SenaWor Lieberman, Zhom Ζ can'W Well
\oX hoZ mXch Ζ admire his pXblic serYice Wo oXr
naWion.
 
Ζ ZanW Wo Zish all of \oX a happ\ neZ \ear as Zell.
This reall\ is a neZ da\, as SenaWor Lieberman has
said, ZiWh ZhaW is happening in Ζran. Ζ Whink all of
Xs Zho come before \oX Woda\ Wo speak, Ze hope
WhaW Whe Ζranian peoples Zishes for Whis neZ da\
and Whis neZ \ear is WhaW Zhen Ze do come
before \oX ne[W \ear, WhaW Whe\ Zill haYe Wheir
ΖoZn righW Wo self-deWerminaWion, WhaW Whe\ Zill rid
WhemselYes of Whis oppressiYe, eYil regime WhaW
has reall\ held Whem doZn from Wheir freedom,
from Wheir hXman righWs, from ZhaW Ze all ZanW in
Whis Zorld. ThaW is prosperiW\, WhaW is freedom, WhaW
is Wo liYe oXr liYes ZiWh oXr families and Wo be able
Wo decide for oXrselYes Zho represenWs Xs and Ζ
Zish WhaW in Whe NeZ Year for Whe Ζranian people.
 
HaYing serYed on Whe Armed SerYices CommiWWee,
someWhing WhaW deepl\ WroXbled me, Ζran is Whe
largesW sWaWe sponsor of Werrorism in Whe Zorld.
The Ζranian regime, noW Whe Ζranian people, haYe
caXsed so mXch deaWh and desWrXcWion. The\
haYe spenW billions of dollars Wo fXnd WerrorisW
groXps WhaW Ze knoZ WhaW caXse XnresW in Whe
Middle EasW, ZheWher iW's Hamas, He]bollah, Whe
Ζslamic Jihad. The\'Ye backed miliWia forces in
S\ria, Ζraq, and propped Xp Whe mXrderoXs Assad
regime Zhich Ze knoZ has jXsW mXrdered so
man\ of his oZn people.

HRQRUable Kell\ A\RWWe
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KHOO\ A\RWWH, UQLWHd SWaWHV SHQaWH, VSHaNV RQ MaUcK 12, 2020 LQ WaVKLQJWRQ DC,
US - OQ WKH HYH RI NRZUX], ΖUaQLaQ NHZ YHaU, a bULHILQJ-OXQcKHRQ ZaV KHOd LQ
WKH SHQaWH b\ WKH OUJaQL]aWLRQ RI ΖUaQLaQ APHULcaQ CRPPXQLWLHV (OΖAC) RQ
MaUcK 12, 2020. FRUPHU SHQaWRU KHOO\ A\RWWH (R-NH) VaLd, LQ WKH OaVW IHZ
PRQWKV, ZHȇYH VHHQ WKH ΖUaQLaQ SHRSOH VWaQd XS IRU WKHLU ULJKWV, aQd ZH VWaQd
ZLWK WKHP. WHȇYH KHaUd WKHLU cKaQWV: DHaWK WR KKRPHLQL. DHaWK WR WKH PXUdHUHU
aQd KLV UXOH. HLV UXOH LV QXOO aQd YRLd. AQd ZH aJUHH.



And he ZoXldnȇW haYe been able Wo do WhaW ZiWhoXW Whis horrible regime. The regime, as \oX knoZ, has been presenW, XnforWXnaWel\, in so
man\ siWXaWions, WerrorisW siWXaWions, ZheWher WerrorisW aWWacks in Denmark, German\, BelgiXm, Africa, SoXWheasW Asia, SoXWh America, eYen
in oXr oZn coXnWr\. LeW Xs noW forgeW Whe\ Zere parW of a ploW in oXr oZn soil here in WashingWon Wo assassinaWe Whe SaXdi ambassador
righW Xnder oXr noses. Ζ mean Whink aboXW Whe boldness of WhaW.
 
The regime, led b\ Whe SXpreme Leader, so-called SXpreme Leader, Khomeini, has spenW billions of dollars reall\ jXsW sXpporWing eYil and
Werrorism. And XnforWXnaWel\, iW has been Whe Ζranian people Zho haYe paid Whe XlWimaWe price for Whe mone\ WhaW Whis regime has spenW
caXsing all of Whis deaWh and desWrXcWion aroXnd Whe Zorld.
 
The Ζranian econom\ sWrXggles, aYerage Ζranians cannoW afford basic goods: fXel, healWhcare, Whings WhaW Ze Wake for granWed as Americans. 
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 And Whe\ haYe been denied Whe prosperiW\ WhaW
Ze knoZ is reall\ Whe hisWor\ of Ζran, a Yer\
prodXcWiYe and prosperoXs people and Whe\'re
being denied WhaW righW noZ b\ Whe Ζranian
regime. The Ζranian people, like all people,
shoXld haYe Whe freedom Wo choose hoZ Whe\
liYe Wheir liYes. The\ ZanW ZhaW Ze all ZanW:
basic hXman righWs and Wo be WreaWed ZiWh
digniW\ and respecW. And We sWand ZiWh Whe
Ζranian people, RepXblicans, DemocraWs,
independenWs, Whis is a WrXl\ biparWisan issXe.
We XndersWand WhaW Whe Ζranian people do noW
ZanW Whis Werrorism, WhaW Whe\ ZanW peace and
prosperiW\ and Ze ZanW peace and prosperiW\
for Whe people of Ζran.
We all knoZ WhoXgh, Where is no peace or
prosperiW\ ZiWh Whe cXrrenW regime in poZer.
ForWXnaWel\, PresidenW TrXmp sWood in
solidariW\ ZiWh Whe Ζranian people Zhen Whe\
Wook Wo Whe sWreeWs afWer Whe Ζranian regime 

admiWWed, finall\ afWer being pXshed Wo do so, WhaW iW shoW doZn Whe Ukrainian-
boXnd airliner and killed all 176 passengers on board. The presidenW said When, "The Zorld is ZaWching." The Zorld is ZaWching, and Whe
ke\ is Wo make sXre WhaW Ze conWinXe Wo ZaWch, WhaW Ze conWinXe Wo hold Whe regime accoXnWable.
And noZ ZiWh Ζranians sWrXggling ZiWh Whe dramaWic coronaYirXs oXWbreak, Woo man\ haYe perished. We knoZ WhaW's becaXse of Whe regime,
becaXse Whe\ hid Whe YirXs. The\ WhoXghW of Wheir oZn poliWical inWeresW. The\ sXppressed imporWanW healWh informaWion. The mXllahs haYe
spenW Ζranian mone\ WhaW shoXld haYe gone Wo a good healWhcare s\sWem WhaW coXld help in a siWXaWion like Whis and insWead haYe spenW iW
on Werrorism. So, oXr hearWs go oXW Wo Whe Ζranians Zho are affecWed b\ Whis YirXs, and obYioXsl\ all Zho are affecWed aroXnd Whe Zorld b\
Whis YirXs.
 
Ζn Whe lasW feZ monWhs, Ze'Ye seen Whe Ζranian people sWand Xp for Wheir righWs, and Ze sWand ZiWh Whem. The\'Ye Waken Wo Whe sWreeWs.
We'Ye heard Wheir chanWs: "DeaWh Wo Khomeini. DeaWh Wo Whe mXrderer and his rXle. His rXle is nXll and Yoid." And Ze agree. We knoZ WhaW
people from all Zalks of life haYe parWicipaWed in Whese proWesWs and Ze sWand ZiWh Whem. Ζran Zill knoZ WhaW Ze conWinXe Wo ZaWch and Whe
Zorld conWinXes Wo ZaWch.
 
BXW Ζ ZanW Wo Walk Wo \oX aboXW ZhaW Ze need Wo do as Americans Wo conWinXe Wo noW onl\ as Ze sWand ZiWh Whe Ζranians ZiWh Wheir proWesWs
in Whe sWreeWs, and Whe\ shoXld knoZ WhaW Ze haYe Wheir backs, bXW also ZhaW can Ze do noZ?
 
We can conWinXe, as Whe TrXmp adminisWraWion has done, Wo impose WoXgher sancWions on Whe regime iWself, conWinXe Wo e[pand Whose
sancWions and Wo keep Whe pressXre Xp aW a Wime Zhen Ze knoZ WhaW oil prices are dropping.
When Ze knoZ Whe econom\ is sWrXggling, Zhen Ze knoZ WhaW Whe\ are on Whe edge and Ze need Wo keep WhaW pressXre Xp, Wo help Whose
Zho are proWesWing Wheir oZn goYernmenW.
 
The mXllahs onl\ XndersWand and respond Wo sWrengWh. ThaW is Zh\ iW Zas imporWanW WhaW PresidenW TrXmp Wook oXW Ζranian General
Qasem Soleimani. As has alread\ been said b\ SenaWor Lieberman and oWhers, he had Whe blood of so mXch blood on his hands. He had
Whe blood of felloZ Ζranians. He had blood of Whose in Whe Middle EasW. He had Whe blood of Americans on his hands.



And Ζ am Whe Zife of an Ζraq Zar YeWeran, graWefXl WhaW finall\ he, as SenaWor Lieberman said, goW ZhaW he deserYed.
 
Taking oXW Soleimani Zas cerWainl\ a bloZ Wo Whe regime and a seWback. BXW Ze cannoW be na±Ye aboXW Whis. The QXds Force Zill
neYerWheless conWinXe iWs reign of Werror and oppression ZiWhoXW him. ThaW's Zh\ Ze mXsW acW. And Whe mosW imporWanW issXe WhaW is
coming Xp as Ze Whink aboXW iW in OcWober, and Ζ ZanW Wo commend SenaWor CrX] and also SenaWor Jim Risch Zho is Whe Chairman of Whe
Foreign RelaWions CommiWWee, becaXse Whe\ haYe called for ZhaW's called snap back of sancWions againsW Ζran.
 
Ζn OcWober of Whis \ear, ZhaW Zill happen if Ze do noW acW, if Ze do noW pXsh for snap back, if Whe Zorld does noW pXsh back, Whe arms
embargo againsW Ζran Zill be lifWed. WhaW does WhaW mean? WhaW WhaW means is Ζran Zill be alloZed Wo bX\ and sell arms, pXrchase Wanks,
pXrchase fighWer jeWs from China and RXssia, and conWinXe Wo pXrsXe noZ almosW legiWimaWel\ adYanced ballisWic missile Wechnolog\.

16

This is a hXge danger as Ζran conWinXes Wo deYelop Whis Wechnolog\ Wo place a nXclear Zarhead on a missile. And Wo all of oXr EXropean
friends, Whis shoXld be of deep concern Wo Whem. Ζf Ζran, ZiWh Whe lifW in Whe arms embargo, is alloZed Wo geW more adYanced Wechnolog\
WhaW can harm oXr EXropean friends, WhaW can harm oXr friends in Whe Middle EasW, WhaW can harm oXr friend Ζsrael. And Ze also knoZ, Ζ
knoZ from haYing serYed on Whe Armed SerYices CommiWWee, Whe\ conWinXe Wo pXrsXe Whe Wechnolog\ Wo deYelop an ΖCBM WhaW coXld hiW
Whe UniWed SWaWes of America. And so, Ze cannoW legiWimi]e Wheir access Wo an\ W\pe of missile Wechnolog\, Wo arms, or Wo Wheir abiliW\ Wo sell
arms Wo bad acWors.
 
And WhaW's Zh\ snapping back sancWions Xnder UN ResolXWion 2231, Zhich some haYe said Ze do noW haYe Whe aXWhoriW\ Wo do so, Ζ belieYe
Yer\ firml\ WhaW Whe UniWed SWaWes of America has Whe aXWhoriW\ Wo do so, and WhaW if Ze do noW acW, Whe Zorld Zill be in danger.
 
And so Ζ ZoXld sa\ Woda\, ZhaW can Ze Zork on as Ze Whink aboXW ZhaW Ze need Wo accomplish before Whe fall, is Wo reall\ focXs on making
sXre WhaW Whe arms embargo is noW lifWed on Ζran, WhaW Whe sancWions are snapped back.
 
Finall\, WhaW Ze conWinXe Wo hold Ζran accoXnWable for all of iWs hXman righWs YiolaWions, as eYer\ speaker Xp here has said Woda\. This is a
Wime Zhere Ze haYe an opporWXniW\ Wo come WogeWher, Wo conWinXe Whe ma[imXm pressXre campaign, Wo make sXre WhaW people haYe Whe
righW Wo regime change in Ζran, and WhaW Whe\ can liYe in freedom and prosperiW\. Ζ ZanW Wo Whank \oX so mXch for haYing me here Woda\.
The Zork WhaW \oX do, as SenaWor Lieberman said, is so criWical. And Whe Yoice \oX haYe is so sWrong as Americans. And Ze Yer\ mXch oXr
hearWs go oXW Wo Whe Ζranian people. BXW Ze knoZ WhaW Whe\'re sWrong and Ze knoZ WhaW aW Whe end of Whe da\ WhaW Wheir Yoices Zill preYail
and WhaW Whe\ Zill deWermine Wheir hisWor\, noW Whis cXrrenW regime.
 
 



APbaVVadRU MiWchell ReiVV

M\ name is MiWchell Reiss, and iW is a greaW
pleasXre Wo be here among \oX again,
among people Zho so clearl\ cherish Whe
freedoms WhaW Ze enjo\ in Whe UniWed
SWaWes and Zho Zish Wo see Wheir
compaWrioWs in Ζran enjo\ as Zell.
 
Ζ ZanW Wo Walk briefl\ Whis afWernoon aboXW
Whe recenW ParliamenWar\ elecWions in Ζran,
ZhaW Whe\ mean for Whe people of Ζran,
and ZhaW Whe\ mean for Xs going forZard.
 
As \oX all knoZ, on FebrXar\ 21, Ζran held
Whe firsW roXnd of ParliamenWar\ elecWions.
AlmosW 58M Ζranians Zere eligible Wo YoWe.
And Whe people Zere Wold repeaWedl\ WhaW
iW Zas Wheir dXW\ Wo YoWe. NoW YoWing Zas
Whe eqXiYalenW of Wreason. The regime
sWaWed: "All Wo Zhom Ζran and iWs secXriW\
are imporWanW mXsW Wake parW in Whe
elecWions...The enemies Zho WhreaWen oXr
coXnWr\ are afraid of pXblic sXpporW for
Whe regime...ParWicipaWing in Whe elecWion is
a sWamp of sXpporW for Whe Za\s of Whe
regime and Zill WhXs lead Wo secXriW\."
 
And \eW, and \eW onl\ 25M Ζranians
acWXall\ Wook parW and YoWed ȃ far less 
ΖWhan half, acWXall\ aroXnd 42% of Whose eligible. This Zas Whe loZesW WXrnoXW in Whe hisWor\ of Whe Ζslamic RepXblic.
 
HoZ can Ze accoXnW for Whis dismal shoZing? Well, firsW of all, Whe Ζranian people kneZ WhaW Whe elecWions had been rigged -- noW aW Whe
polling sWaWions, bXW in Whe Zeeks and monWhs before Whe YoWing.
 
The GXardian CoXncil had disqXalified more Whan 7,000 cenWrisW and reformisW candidaWes, inclXding 80 siWWing members of ParliamenW,
Xnder a YarieW\ of preWe[Ws. VirWXall\ all reformisW poliWicians Zere eliminaWed from Whe elecWion and from parWicipaWing in poliWical life. The
SWaWe DeparWmenW labeled Whe elecWion "poliWical WheaWre." The NeZ York Times called Whe elecWion "Whe leasW represenWaWiYe and leasW fair
elecWion in Whe Ζslamic RepXblic's hisWor\."
 
As Ze knoZ, Whe elecWion resXlWed in ConserYaWiYes Zinning 230 seaWs in parliamenW. ΖW is noW Woo mXch of an e[aggeraWion Wo sWaWe WhaW
SXpreme Leader A\aWollah Ali Khamenei effecWiYel\ appoinWed his preferences.
 
The naWionZide bo\coWW of Whe elecWion Zas a rebXke Wo Whe regime and a signal WhaW Whe Ζranian people are no longer Zilling Wo WoleraWe Whis
regime.
 
ΖW Zas also a signal Wo Whe inWernaWional commXniW\ WhaW Whe Ζranian people are Zilling Wo def\ Whe regime and Wake braYe and coXrageoXs
sWeps Wo bXild a real democrac\, one WhaW represenWs Wheir inWeresWs and respecWs Wheir digniW\.
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MLWcKHOO RHLVV, UQLWHd SWaWHV SHQaWH, VSHaNV RQ MaUcK 12, 2020 LQ WaVKLQJWRQ
DC, US - OQ WKH HYH RI NRZUX], ΖUaQLaQ NHZ YHaU, a bULHILQJ-OXQcKHRQ ZaV KHOd
LQ WKH SHQaWH b\ WKH OUJaQL]aWLRQ RI ΖUaQLaQ APHULcaQ CRPPXQLWLHV (OΖAC) RQ
MaUcK 12, 2020. APbaVVadRU MLWcKHOO RHLVV, IRUPHU SWaWH DHSaUWPHQW PROLc\
POaQQLQJ DLUHcWRU, PRdHUaWHd WKH bULHILQJ aQd VaLd WKH ΖUaQLaQ SHRSOH aUH
ZLOOLQJ WR dHI\ WKH UHJLPH aQd WaNH bUaYH aQd cRXUaJHRXV VWHSV WR bXLOd a UHaO
dHPRcUac\.



Khamenei coXld haYe chosen Wo rXn roXghshod oYer Ζran's democraWic procedXres and rig elecWions \ears ago. So Whe qXesWion Ze need
Wo ask oXrselYes is "Wh\ did he choose Wo do so NOW?
 
The onl\ conclXsion Ζ can draZ is WhaW Whis sham elecWion, ZiWhoXW eYen Whe preWense of fairness, is a sign of Whe regime's Zeakness, noW iWs
sWrengWh. ΖW is clear WhaW iW no longer WrXsWs Whe Ζranian people or respecWs Wheir YieZs.
 
OYer Whe pasW feZ monWhs, Whe regime has been fXrWher Zeakened b\ a series of defeaWs and seWbacks. LasW NoYember, fXel prices Wripled,
sparking proWesWs and rioWs across Ζran. On one da\, proWesWs Zere reporWed in 165 ciWies across Whe coXnWr\. The people inYolYed came
noW jXsW from Whe middle classes, bXW also from Whe loZer classes of Ζranian socieW\, inclXding farmers and Xnemplo\ed, people Whe regime
coXld preYioXsl\ haYe coXnWed on for sXpporW.
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Da\s laWer, Whe ΖRGC shoW doZn a Boeing 737 ciYilian airliner operaWed b\ Ukrainian ΖnWernaWional Airlines as iW Zas Waking off from Tehran
AirporW. All 176 people on board, inclXding nXmeroXs Ζranians, Zere killed. The regime did iWs besW Wo coYer Xp Whe aWrociW\, sa\ing WhaW Whe
plane being shoW doZn b\ an Ζranian missile Zas "an American lie" fabricaWed b\ Whe PenWagon and CΖA. BXW Whree da\s of persisWenW
inWernaWional pressXre, a Yideo capWXring Whe missile aWWack, and domesWic proWesWs againsW Whe regime, inclXding calls Wo remoYe A\aWollah
Khamenei and Whe mXllahs from poZer, forced Whe ΖRGC Wo finall\ admiW WhaW iW had ZrongfXll\ shoW doZn Whe airliner.
 
The FebrXar\ ParliamenWar\ elecWions Wook place againsW Whis backdrop. WoXnded b\ Whese eYenWs, Whe regime coXld noW risk anoWher
seWback. Ζn oWher Zords, iW coXld noW risk haYing reform-minded officials elecWed Wo Whe ParliamenW Zho did noW refle[iYel\ sXpporW Whe
A\aWollah and Whe rXle of Whe mXllahs. The regime assessed iW Zas beWWer Wo risk Whe Zorld's criWicism and pack Whe legislaWXre ZiWh iWs
sXpporWers raWher Whan Wo rXn a fair and free elecWion and risk being repXdiaWed b\ Whe Ζranian people.
 
When a goYernmenW does noW WrXsW iWs oZn people, iW is a sign of graYe Zeakness, noW sWrengWh. We haYe seen Whis again ZiWh respecW Wo
Whe CoronaYirXs oXWbreak, Zhere Tehran ignored and coYered Xp Whe problem raWher Whan share informaWion ZiWh Whe medical commXniW\
and Whe pXblic. The\ are afraid of Wheir oZn people. And here, again, Whe resXlWs of Wheir behaYior haYe been Wragic.
 
The regime in Tehran is Zeak. This &al Zeek iW has become Zeaker, ZiWh Whe XnprecedenWed decline in Zorld oil prices. Ζran Zas alread\
sWrXggling Xnder Whe sancWionȇs regime WhaW Whe US and oWhers had imposed. NoZ, Where is simpl\ no Za\ WhaW Whe regime can balance iWs
bXdgeW ZiWh oil prices aW $30-35 dollars per barrel.
 
Toda\, Ze see an aXWhoriWarian regime in Tehran WhaW is in crisis. We see an aXWhoriWarian regime WhaW is fXndamenWall\ illegiWimaWe.
 
We see an aXWhoriWarian regime WhaW is XnZilling Wo Well Whe WrXWh Wo iWs oZn people. We see an aXWhoriWarian regime WhaW Xses Yiolence. And
aboYe all, Ze see Madam RajaYi and Whe NaWional CoXncil of ResisWance in Ζran a Yiable, democraWic alWernaWiYe WhaW besW e[presses Whe
hopes and aspiraWions of Whe Ζranian people.
 
We see all WhaW. And so Ze see a beWWer fXWXre for Ζran and Whe Ζranian people. Someda\ soon.

Ζn order Wo sXppress Whe Yoice of Whe people and
resWore order, Whe regime resorWed Wo Whe Wool iW
knoZs besW - Yiolence. WiWhin a maWWer of da\s, Whe
ΖRGC killed oYer 1,500 Ζranians.
 
On JanXar\ 3rd, a US air sWrike killed Qassem
Soleimani, Whe commander of Whe Qods Force and
Whe righW hand of A\aWollah Khomenei. Soleimani
had been responsible for crimes againsW Whe Ζranian
people, for masWerminding WerrorisW acWs againsW
Ζran's neighbors, and for Whe deaWhs of hXndreds of
American soldiers in Ζraq. His deaWh senW a sWrong
signal Wo Whe regime WhaW Whe UniWed SWaWes ZoXld
noW be inWimidaWed b\ Tehran.
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Ζ ZanW Wo Whank all of \oXr for aWWending Whis eYenW and ask \oX Wo join me in Whanking all of Whose in Whe Ζranian American CommXniW\ Zho
made Whis eYenW and Whis beaXWifXl lXnch possible. And Ζ jXsW ZanW Wo sXmmari]e some of Whe major Whemes WhaW Ze'Ye heard from oXr
speakers Whis afWernoon. Ζ Whink Whe\'re reall\, foXr of Whem Yer\ briefl\. FirsW of all, is WhaW Where is seYere Zeakness in Whis regime. BXW
Ze'Ye all heard aboXW Whe seWbacks WhaW Whe regime has sXffered in Whe lasW feZ Zeeks and monWhs. Some of WhaW is going Wo be longer
lasWing Whan oWhers. BXW clearl\, Whe\ are Zeaker Woda\ Whan Whe\ Zere si[ monWhs ago.
 
Ζ Whink second, Whe Wheme WhaW Ze'Ye heard from oXr speakers is WhaW Whe regime in Tehran is fXndamenWall\ illegiWimaWe. ΖW doesn'W WrXsW iWs
oZn people and iW's clear WhaW Whe people don'W WrXsW Whis regime.
 
Third, Where is sWrong biparWisan or nonparWisan sXpporW on CapiWol Hill and across America for ZhaW Whe Ζranian American commXniW\ is
seeking, Zhich is Wo alloZ Whe Ζranian people Wo liYe freel\ ZiWh represenWaWiYes WhaW Whe\ can elecW in a fair elecWion. And as SenaWor A\oWWe
highlighWed, \oXr Zork here is going Wo be e[Wremel\ imporWanW Whis fall Zhen Whe issXe of sancWions reall\ rises Wo Whe Wop of Whe agenda,
and hopefXll\ Ze'll be able Wo address WhaW in a biparWisan manner.

And Whe foXrWh Wheme is Whe one WhaW
Madame RajaYi spoke of so eloqXenWl\, and
WhaW's Whe Wheme of hope. Hope for Whe
fXWXre. And oXr being here Woda\ is acWXall\
a manifesWaWion of WhaW hope for a beWWer
fXWXre for Ζran. EYer\bod\ is bXs\, eYer\bod\
has oWher Whings Wo do. Ζn Woda\'s
enYironmenW ZiWh Whe fears of Whe
coronaYirXs, iW ZoXld be Yer\ eas\ for \oX
noW Wo aWWend Woda\. BXW \oX made a
decision. YoX Zere going Wo come here
becaXse iW Zas imporWanW WhaW \oX be here. ΖW
Zas imporWanW WhaW \oX shoZ solidariW\. ΖW
Zas imporWanW WhaW \oX shoZ solidariW\ ZiWh
Whe people of Ζran and ZhaW Whe\'re
sXffering. And again, WhaW is WesWimon\ Wo
hope. Hope for a beWWer fXWXre.

And hope seems so appropriaWe on Whis da\ as Ze celebraWe NoZrX], a neZ da\. A neZ da\ in Ζran, a neZ da\ especiall\ for Whe people of
Ζran, a neZ da\ Zhere people can liYe safel\ ZiWhoXW fear, Zhere Whe\ can send Wheir children Wo school, Zhere Whe\ can haYe jobs, Zhere
Whe\ can elecW Wheir oZn represenWaWiYes and Zhere Whe\ can liYe especiall\ in digniW\ and safeW\. ThaW's ZhaW Ze hope for on Whis neZ \ear.
Ζ Zish all of \oX a Yer\, Yer\ happ\ neZ \ear, and look forZard Wo seeing \oX again someWime soon. Thank \oX Yer\ mXch.
 
And WhaW's Zh\ snapping back sancWions Xnder UN ResolXWion 2231, Zhich some haYe said Ze do noW haYe Whe aXWhoriW\ Wo do so, Ζ belieYe
Yer\ firml\ WhaW Whe UniWed SWaWes of America has Whe aXWhoriW\ Wo do so, and WhaW if Ze do noW acW, Whe Zorld Zill be in danger.
 
And so Ζ ZoXld sa\ Woda\, ZhaW can Ze Zork on as Ze Whink aboXW ZhaW Ze need Wo accomplish before Whe fall, is Wo reall\ focXs on making
sXre WhaW Whe arms embargo is noW lifWed on Ζran, WhaW Whe sancWions are snapped back.
 
Finall\, WhaW Ze conWinXe Wo hold Ζran accoXnWable for all of iWs hXman righWs YiolaWions, as eYer\ speaker Xp here has said Woda\. This is a
Wime Zhere Ze haYe an opporWXniW\ Wo come WogeWher, Wo conWinXe Whe ma[imXm pressXre campaign, Wo make sXre WhaW people haYe Whe
righW Wo regime change in Ζran, and WhaW Whe\ can liYe in freedom and prosperiW\. Ζ ZanW Wo Whank \oX so mXch for haYing me here Woda\.
The Zork WhaW \oX do, as SenaWor Lieberman said, is so criWical. And Whe Yoice \oX haYe is so sWrong as Americans. And Ze Yer\ mXch oXr
hearWs go oXW Wo Whe Ζranian people. BXW Ze knoZ WhaW Whe\'re sWrong and Ze knoZ WhaW aW Whe end of Whe da\ WhaW Wheir Yoices Zill preYail
and WhaW Whe\ Zill deWermine Wheir hisWor\, noW Whis cXrrenW regime.



DisWingXished GXesWs,
Ladies and genWlemen,
 
On behalf of organi]aWion of Ζranian American
commXniWies, especiall\ oXr commXniW\ in Mar\land, Ζ
Zelcome all of \oX.
AlWhoXgh Whis eYenW coincides ZiWh Whe Ζranian NeZ Year,
NoZrX], Ze are noZ ZiWnessing in oXr homeland Ζran a
Yer\ XnforWXnaWe siWXaWion as coronaYirXs has engXlfed
all 31 proYinces of Ζran, WhoXsands haYe died and Whe
regime has shoZn no sign WhaW iW is Zilling or capable of
resolYing Whis caWasWrophe.
 
The flip side of Whis Wraged\ is WhaW all of Whis is happening
in Whe backdrop of a naWionZide proWesW moYemenW in
NoYember 2019 Zhich inYolYed nearl\ 200 ciWies, and
anoWher Xprising Wook place in JanXar\ 2020, folloZed b\
major bo\coWW of Whe FebrXar\ 2020 parliamenWar\
elecWions b\ more Whan 90 percenW of Whe popXlaWion. All
of Whese deYelopmenWs shoZ a clear need, and a sWrong
deWerminaWion b\ Whe Ζranian people for Whe oYerWhroZ of
Whis regime and esWablishing freedom and democrac\ in
Ζran.
We Zelcome a sWrong biparWisan congressional Yoice on
Whe issXe of Ζran.
 
Ζ ZanW Wo Whank members of Whe senaWe, Whe sWaff, and
oXr disWingXished gXesWs and speakers for accepWing oXr
inYiWaWion Wo Whis eYenW. We are delighWed Wo haYe sXch an
impressiYe lineXp of speakers joining Xs Woda\.
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WASHΖNGTON, DC, USA, March 14, 2020 /EΖNPressZire.com/ -- Ζranian American commXniWies of Mar\land and Te[as, members of
Whe Organi]aWion of Ζranian American CommXniWies (OΖAC), held a polic\ briefing in Whe U.S. SenaWe.
 
Ζn a message Wo Whe conference, Mrs. Mar\am RajaYi, Whe presidenW-elecW of Whe NaWional CoXncil of ResisWance of Ζran (NCRΖ) said,
ȊChange in Ζran is ZiWhin reach for a nXmber of reasons: The oYerZhelming majoriW\ of Whe Ζranian people ZanW fXndamenWal change,
and haYe demonsWraWed Whis desire repeaWedl\. The regime fears iWs doZnfall becaXse iW is engXlfed in crises ZiWh no Za\ oXW. The
economic siWXaWion has Zorsened. CorrXpWion is Zidespread. PopXlar disconWenW is on Whe rise. The regime cannoW address Whe mosW
basic needs of Whe people.ȋ
 
 

Ζn his remarks, Ben Cardin (D-MD), senior member of Whe SenaWe
Foreign RelaWions CommiWWee, called hXman righWs in Ζran, a non-
parWisan issXe on CapiWol Hill. ȊWe recogni]e WhaW Whe Persian
people are so commiWWed Wo Whe righW YalXes XniYersall\. And
WhaW's Zh\ Whe cXrrenW regime in Ζran is so Wragic. ΖW does noW
represenW Whe people of ΖranȐΖW is Zell pasW Wime for Whis regime
Wo end.ȋ SenaWor Cardin added, ȊWe saZ an aWWempW aW elecWions
in FebrXar\ WhaW Zere neiWher free nor fair. ΖW Zas an aWWempW Wo
Wr\ Wo giYe some legiWimac\ Wo Whis regime WhaW doesn'W deserYe
an\ legiWimac\. We saZ legiWimaWe proWesWs in NoYember of lasW
\ear Ȑ And Ze saZ Whe brXWal repression b\ Whe goYernmenW in
preYenWing Whose indiYidXals from e[ercising Wheir God-giYen
righWs. ΖW's been going on for oYer 40 \ears.ȋ
 
Ζn a sWaWemenW, SenaWe Foreign RelaWions CommiWWee member
Ted CrX] (R-TX), addressed Whe briefing, ȊFor decades, Whe men
and Zomen of Ζran haYe sXffered from brXWal repression Xnder
Whe A\aWollah Khamenei and Whe MXllahs. BXW Ζ belieYe one da\b

 Ζran Zill be free, ZiWhoXW Whe A\aWollah in poZer.ȋ He added, ȊΖ haYe been a sWrong adYocaWe for appl\ing a ma[imXm pressXre
campaign againsW Whe Ζranian regime, Wo hold Whem accoXnWable for Wheir hXman righWs abXses and once and for all end Wheir reign of
Werror.ȋ
 
SenaWor CrX] Ȋcalled Xpon PresidenW TrXmp Wo inYoke snapback sancWions Xnder Whe Ζran Deal and Xrged PresidenW TrXmp Wo order
oXr diplomaWs Wo inYoke Whe UniWed NaWions snapback Wo resWore inWernaWional sancWions and resWricWions on Ζran.ȋ
Senior SenaWe Foreign RelaWions CommiWWee member Jeanne Shaheen (D-NH) called on Whe inWernaWional commXniW\ Wo hold Whe
regime accoXnWable for iWs righWs YiolaWions. The SenaWor praised Whe Ζranian people for Wheir heroic proWesWs, and said, ȊNoZ Whe
people of Ζran haYe Waken Wo Whe sWreeWs Wo demonsWraWe in large nXmbers WhaW Whe\ belieYe in freedom, in hXman righWs for all, and in
a goYernmenW WhaW ansZers Wo Whe peopleȐ. ThaWȇs Zh\ Ζȇm joining m\ colleagXe, SenaWor Cardin, on his resolXWion (S. Res. 539)
sXpporWing Whe Ζranian people as Whe\ Wake Wo Whe sWreeWs.ȋ
 
SenaWe Homeland SecXriW\ CommiWWee Ranking Member Gar\ PeWers (D-MΖ), , said Whe regime has been direcWl\ responsible for mass
e[ecXWion of poliWical prisoners, ȊΖW's noW jXsW ZhaW Whis regime does aroXnd in Whe region, bXW for decades Whe\ haYe been direcWl\
responsible for mass e[ecXWions of poliWical prisoners, Whe\ YiolenWl\ sXppressed peacefXl proWesWs, Whe\ haYe sham elecWions Ȑ
eYer\bod\ shoXld haYe Whe opporWXniW\ Wo sWand Xp for liberW\ and Wo haYe Whose kinds of basic freedoms.



Former SenaWor Joe Lieberman (Ζ-CT) said: ȊMrs. Mar\am RajaYi, Zho spoke Yer\ clearl\ Wo Whe people of Ζran, incidenWall\, in Whe campaign
leading Xp Wo Whe elecWions, and pleaded ZiWh people noW Wo YoWe becaXse a YoWe ZoXld be a YoWe in faYor of Whe SXpreme Leader and
RoXhani and Whe clerical regime, and Ζ Whink Whe people in Ζran heard Mrs. RajaYi's Yoice, and WhaW's one of Whe reasons Whe\ didn'W come
oXW Wo YoWe.ȋ
 

SenaWor Lieberman added, ȊYoX can loYe PresidenW TrXmp for
some Whings Ȑ He pXlled Xs oXW of Whe JCPOA, Zhich Zas a bad
deal for America and a greaW deal for Ζran, and didn'W reall\
depriYe Whem of Wheir nXclear Zeapons program. He's enacWed
Whis campaign of ma[imXm economic pressXre. Since Whis
regime in Tehran Zill noW change, Ze haYe Wo sXpporW a
change of Whe regime b\ Whe people of Ζran Wo finall\ e[ercise
Wheir oZn self-goYernmenWȐ and noW Wo lisWen Wo people Zho
sa\, regime change Zill lead Wo chaos as iW did in S\ria or Lib\a
or Yemen. ParW of Zh\ iW Zon'W lead Wo chaos is WhaW Ζran is Whe
one Zho caXsed a loW of Whe chaos in Whose oWher coXnWries.
And parW of Whe reason is WhaW Where is an alWernaWiYe in Ζran
WhaW's read\ Wo goYern. And WhaW is Whe NaWional CoXncil of
ResisWance in Ζran, and iWs PresidenW-ElecW Mrs. Mar\am RajaYi.ȋ
 

Former SenaWor Kell\ A\oWWe (R-NH) reiWeraWed Whe need for Whe U.S. Wo pXsh for reinsWaWemenW of U.N. snapback sancWions on Whe Ζranian
regime Xnder U.N. ResolXWion 2231. She Zarned, ȊΖf Whe Zorld does noW pXsh backȐWhe arms embargo on Ζran Zill be lifWed and WhaW means
Ζran can pXrchase Wanks, missiles from China and RXssia.
 
SenaWor A\oWWe added, ȊΖn Whe lasW feZ monWhs, Ze'Ye seen Whe Ζranian people sWand Xp for Wheir righWs, and Ze sWand ZiWh Whem. The\'Ye
Waken Wo Whe sWreeWs. We'Ye heard Wheir chanWs: DeaWh Wo Khomeini. DeaWh Wo Whe mXrderer and his rXle. His rXle is nXll and Yoid...This is a
Wime Zhere Ze haYe an opporWXniW\ Wo come WogeWher, Wo conWinXe Whe ma[imXm pressXre campaign, Wo make sXre WhaW people haYe Whe
righW Wo regime change in Ζran, and WhaW Whe\ can liYe in freedom and prosperiW\.ȋ
 
Former Polic\ Planning DirecWor of Whe SWaWe DeparWmenW, Ambassador MiWch Reiss highlighWed Whree poinWs. FirsW, Ζranian people haYe
XneqXiYocall\ rejecWed Whe clerical regime. Second, Where is a credible and capable alWernaWiYe led b\ Whe NCRΖ Zhich besW describes Whe
hopes and aspiraWions of Whe Ζranian people. LasWl\, Whe U.S. shoXld mainWain comprehensiYe pressXre on Whe regime.
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hWWps://ZZZ.cardin.senaWe.goY/neZsroom/press/release/cardin-resolXWion-condemns-irans-YiolenW-crackdoZn-on-proWesWors-sXpporWs-
righWs-of-Whe-people-of-iran-Wo-deWermine-Wheir-fXWXre_

WASHΖNGTON Ȃ U.S. SeQaWRU BeQ CaUdiQ (D-Md.), a VeQiRU membeU Rf Whe U.S. SeQaWe CRmmiWWee RQ FRUeigQ RelaWiRQV, Woda\
inWrodXced a resolXWion, S. Res. 539, WhaW decries Whe Ζranian goYernmenWȇs recenW YiolenW crackdoZn on proWesWors ? in Zhich hXndreds
Zere killed and WhoXsands arresWed ? and sXpporWs Whe righWs of Whe people of Ζran Wo deWermine Wheir oZn fXWXre. SenaWors Jeanne
Shaheen (D-N.H.), Tim Kaine (D-Va.) and Jack\ Rosen (D-NeY.) are original co-sponsors of Whe measXre.
 
The neZ legislaWion recoXnWs Ζranȇs repeaWed insWances of gross YiolaWions of hXman righWs, from Xsing liYe ammXniWion on Xnarmed
ciYilians Wo planning assassinaWions on dissidenWs abroad, and also deWails Whe Ζranian goYernmenWȇs efforWs Wo shXW doZn inWerneW access
and Whe abiliW\ of iWs ciWi]ens Wo freel\ and peacefXll\ assemble.
 
SenaWor Cardinȇs resolXWion ȊsWands ZiWh Whe people of Ζran WhaW are engaged in legiWimaWe proWesWs againsW an oppressiYe, corrXpW regime
[and] sXpporWs Whe righW of Ζranians Wo peacefXll\ assemble, ZiWhoXW fear of persecXWion and Yiolence, ZheWher in Ζran or inWernaWionall\.ȋ
 
The resolXWion also ȊsXpporWs efforWs b\ Whe people of Ζran Wo promoWe Whe esWablishmenW of basic freedoms WhaW bXild Whe foXndaWion for
Whe emergence of a freel\ elecWed and WransparenW repXblic.ȋ
 
ȊThis resolXWion is inWended Wo issXe a clear shoZ of sXpporW for Whe people of Ζran Zho are peacefXll\ Wr\ing Wo improYe Wheir coXnWr\,ȋ
Vaid SeQaWRU CaUdiQ. ȊThe\ need Wo knoZ WhaW Ze sWand ZiWh Whem and belieYe WhaW Whe\ deserYe Wo liYe in a free socieW\ Zhere Whe\ can
e[ercise Wheir fXndamenWal freedoms.ȋ
 
ȊThis resolXWion also calls Xpon U.S. and Zorld leaders Wo send a clear signal WhroXgh fXWXre mXlWilaWeral and bilaWeral discXssion WhaW Whe
Ζranian goYernmenWȇs hXman righWs YiolaWions are XnaccepWable,ȋ said SenaWor Cardin. ȊSWanding ZiWh Whe people of Ζran as Whe\ engage in
peacefXl proWesWs is noW parW of a parWisan plaWform. ΖW is simpl\ Whe righW Whing Wo do.ȋ
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Cardin Resolution Condemns Iran’s Violent
Crackdown on Protestors, Supports Rights of the

People of Iran to Determine Their Future
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Senator Ben Cardin introduced

SXpporWing Whe righWs of Whe people of Ζran Wo deWermine Wheir fXWXre, condemning Whe Ζranian regime for iWs crackdoZn on legiWimaWe
proWesWs, and for oWher pXrposes.
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